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EX  ra ACTS  FROM  THE 

LIFE  OF  THOMAS  PAINE 


THOMAS  P41NE  arrived  at  B  Itimore,  in  Oct 
,bcr  1802  accompaoied  by  a  Madame  Bonnevi 
During  Painc's  refidence  at  Paris,  be  liycd  m  t 
houfeofher  hmband,  and  repaid  his  hospitality 
feducing  hift  wife,  and  shewed  the  extent  ot  his  rega 
for  her  by  conduct,  ^hich  convinced  all  who  witne 
fed  it,  that  Paine     aJd^d  the  crime  of  inhumanity 
that  of  seduction.'*  Jndeed  it  i«  difficult  to  accou 
for  the  infatuatjoa  of  thii  woman>  as  her  param 
was  advanced  in  years,  niorofe  in  temper,  his  con^ 
tucion  broken  by  int^nsp^ranec,  and  iilthy  bryo 
defcription  in  Jjis  perfon  and  drefs. 

At  this  time  Paine  was  possessed  ,  of  a  confiderab^ 
income,  from  some  land  ^ffigned  to  hsm  by  the  Ami 
rican  Congrcfsj  fome  years  previciusiiy,  in  the  neig| 
bourhood  of  New  York  :  he  refided  on  this  prop^^ 
^for  a  fliort  timr,  and  afterwards  lodged  with  varioti 
pcrfbns  in  that  city ;  but,  in  evcc  inftancc*  tliey  fpc<| 
diiy  became  tired  of  him,  and  he  was  obliged  to  r<l 
move  elfcwhere.    In  1804  h^  endeavoured  to  cvac 
payment  for  the  board  and  lodging  of  the  wretche 
woman  who  accompanied  him  froAi  France  ;  and  dii 
ring  the  summer  of  the  next  year,  left  her  in  a  mife 
able  garret  in  New  York,  while  a  pestilential  fey 
raged  in that  city;  and  (he  probably  would  have  pcrifl 
ed  witk  hunger,  had  not  a  friend  afforded  her  foi 
relief. 

In  i5o6,  Paine  again  returned  tO'  his  far;ii :  1 
character  was  now  become  fd  notorious,  that  he  n 
unable  to  procure  a  feryan^ ;  and  was^  obliged  to  Ipd 
at  a  fmali  tavern,  or  public-house,  in  the  neighbor 
hood,  where  he  cottliniped  two  months,  whcnj 
drankeanefa  and  filth  oiide  him  fo  offcnfive,  that  t 
iandlord  was  obliged  to  ^rjivehim  from  tfee  bouft. 


Afrer  being  Itterallf  turned  from  thie  doors  offeve* 
,1  of  his  difcipks,  a  Mr   Carver  admitted  him  into 
jis  boMfe,  and  Faine  ftkid  there  lome  months.  Pur- 
jig  this  time,  as  his  biographer  relates,  « he  was 
jleaned."-— it  is  nccefTary  to  explain  rhis  to  the  read- 
ier; and  cannot  be  done  better  than  in  the  words  of 
jSr.  Carver,  extracted  from  a  letter  vi^hich  he  wrote 
jo  Paipe,  wben  the  latter  rofused  to  pay  a  very  mode- 
ate  demard  for  board  and  lodging  ;  in  this  letter 
iSaiver  ftates  a!l  the  particular/?  of  his  claim  upon, 
j^aine,  an  1  urgcj  payment,  by  stating  additional  fer- 
fices  for  which  he  made  no  chargc^    Mr  Carverthus 
Inscribes  this  proccfs         You  appeared       if  n®t 
h  ived  for  a  fortnight    your  lhirt  was  only  the  remaint 
)f  one,  and  nearly  the  colour  of  tansed  leather;  and 
mi  had  ihe  mmt  difagreeable  frnei.:  pofiible.    Do  you 
lot  recollect  the  pains  I  took:  to  Ciean  you  ?— ^that  I 
i^'a*hed  ycu  f/om  head  to  foot  |  and  had  to  do  this 
ithree  times  before  I  could  get  you  clean  ?  Many  of 
|your  toe-nails  exceeded  half  an  inch  in  length;  and 
joftbers  grown  round  your  toes,  extending  nearly  as  far 
round  as  on  the  toe.    H^ave  you  forgotten  *  *  *  *  ?*^— 
tut  here  the  defcription  must  stop.    Should  the  read- 
er feel  difgusted  with  this  extract,  be  mutt  remember 
that  almoii  every  page  of  the  latter  past  of  the  life  of 
Paine  contains  £milar  and  even  worfc  ftatements  of 
hi*  fitthinefs,  which,  in  a  great  meafiire  arofe  from 
habits  of  daily  intoxication  ;  ftarcely  a  day  palsed,  but 
he  W2S  iitera  y,  what  U  called,    dead  drunk  V'  and  in 
his  fober  moments,  he  was  generally  quarrelling  and 
difturl!)ing  the  peace  of  the  family  in  which  he  was  re- 
ading ;  it  is  not,  therefore  furpnfing  that  ht  was  fo 
frequently  compelled  to  change  his  abode. 

Having  thus  p^ivea  an  idea,  though  a  very  ftint  on^', 
of  the  habits  of  Pvilne;^  it'is  unnecefsary  again  to  return 
to  that  topic,  but  way  conclude  it,  by  quoting  what  was 
faid  by  one  well  acq|Uainied  wifh  him,    Fiincy  cannot 


picture  object  fo  oftenfive  to  seme.**^  During 
latter  part  of  hh  life  he  appeared  to  be  funk  ipto  t 
lowest  ftatc  of  brutality  Some  months  afterwards, 
lodged  with  a  Mr  Jarvis,  who,  with  xrmch  trouble,  c 
trived  to  keep  him  in  r^.ther  better  order  while  the 
The  fervant  girl  one  day  took  up  one  of  PaineV  wor' 
and  was  going  to  read  it.  Mr  Jarvis  faid,  fhe  fho- 
wot  opfn  it  for  the  world,  and  tpck  it  from  h 
*^  Why,"  faid  Pahjf,  angrily     Mr.  Jervis  repli 

Becaiife  flie  is  a  good  girl  now  ;  £kf  has  the  fear  o 
God  -,  if  £he  reads  your  Age  of  Reafon*  and  divests 
herfelf  of  thofe  rellramts  which  now  ^overrt  her  con- 
duct, £he  may  cheat  and  rob  me  ^ — ftie  m*ay  be  un- 
done.'* Pshaw!  Pshaw!  ftid  Paine,  "why  fhould 
any  body  believe  in  Jeitis  Chri't  ^«  Co^me  here,'* 
faid 'Mr.  Jarvis  *ld'o  yea  fee  that  black  roan  ;  (point- 
ing to  a  man  of  c6lour  in  the  street.)— Three  years 
apo  be  was  a  great  reprobate — ^he  was  guilty  of  all  forti 
®f  offences  |  he  had  not  be<^n  brought  up  as  my  fervan" 
has :  he  wau^  notoriously  immoral ;  he  had  no  religion; 
and  was  not  difpolfd  to  make  ufe  of  the  little  reafort 
he  po^^efcd.  He  has  fince  been  converted*  He  is 
now  a  regular  attendant  on  his  church  You  fee  he 
lias  a  refpectable  apjpearance ;  all  in  the  neighbourhood 
Slow  (hake  hands  with  him,  and  are  his  friends ;  for- 
merly he  '"'as  avoided  by  them  as  a  pestilence."  To 
this  Paine  could  make  no  rep.y ;  to  use  the  words  of 
Mr  Jarv  <«he  faw  the  fact,  and  it  was  unanfwerable.'^ 
rh«  life  of  Paine  prefents  ftinher  details,  fimilar  to 
wh.'t  lias  already  been  givcn^  or  rather,  ft  ill  worfe 
with  theft  it  is  needlefs  to  difguft  the  reader,  and  we 
may  pafs  over  to  his  laft  h  nrs".  Symptoms  of  his  ap. 
proachmg  er  d  became  evident  the  latter  end  of  April 
1809;  2ijpd  a  Mrs,  Hedden  wos  engaged  as  his  nurfe. 
She  was  determined  to  take  ail  the  eare  of  him  fhe 
Could,  but  not  to  bear  ill  treatment.  About  the  fifth, 
day  hie  language  was  fo  offcnfive,  tlmt  fhe  told  him  M 


\;?,'Ou!d  ]v^vQ  the  houfe  Beirjg  awrire  of  her  va'ueas  a 
Durfe,  and  that  probably  do  other  peifon  wouM  attend 
hitn^heapoliogized,  a afterwards  behaved  better.  He 
would  not  be  left  alone,  night  or  dr-y,  and  not  oply 
required  fbnie  perfon  aUv^t^i  to  be  in  the  room,  but  aifo 
jii  figbt  I  and  if.  -as  JOaie  ilmts  occurred,  he  wes  left 
alone  for  a  few  j^rinute^^  he  wculd  screafn  anc^call  out 
till  fonie  one  came.  During  tht  'Mt  idrrnight  of  his 
life,  he  freqaently,  for  a  length  of  time  rogetherj  ex- 
claimed, *  O  Lo'-d  b^^'p  rne;  O  Lord,  hc;p  me)  O 
Chrift,  help  me!  O  Chnft,  heM  me  !'*^  ihe  nurfe 
ODce  told  him,  that  if  he  wouM  throw  himfclf  en  the 
mercy  of  J.*fus  Chrifi:^  he  wcu-d  find  relief  j  to  this. 
Paine  made  no  rep:y.  He  wa?i  viiired  by  fevcral 
miniftersy  biit  refuled  to  liAen  to  them,  and  deiir  d 
they  might  not  again  be  admitted  Mrs-  Heddca 
fometimes  read  from  the  Bible  for  hours,  ajid  he  lis- 
tened attennvely,  but  made  no  remarks. 

Diuin§  Paine^s  last  ii'nefs  he  was  vifited  by  few 
j  perfons;^ — they  wfre  mofily  hi$  dei:tical  companions, 
1  and  iheir  exhortations  we^e  frequent,  that  he  would 
p«  die  like  a  man/'  3cz-    But  there  were  a  few  viiitors 
I  ol  another  stamp ;  one  of  them,  a  gentleman,  who 
presided  <riear,  o^^alionally  fcnt  feme  refreshments, 
v^hich  Paine  other  wife  could  not  have  enjoyed-  A 
respectable  female,  who  lived  in  the  family,  w?.s  fomc- 
limes  the  bearer  of  them.   Oce  day  Paine  aiked  her  if 
she  had  ever  read  one  ofhis  works,  ( mentioning  it.)  She 
iaid  (he  had  looked  into  the  book  but,  being  convinced 
of  the  evil  tepdencyof  its  contents,  had  burnt  it.  To  this 
j  Paine  replied,  thrt  he  wished  aU  who  read  it  had 
|lxcn  as  wife;  adding,    If  ever  the  Devil  had  an  ageni  on 

iearth^l haye  been  one  At  anofher  timc,rhcgeniiemaa 
«liK)vc.mentioned  was  sittirg  by  his  bed  side,  when  one 
of  Pain^i's  coropanioBs  came  to  the  door,  but  went  away 
when  he  faw  who  was  there,  faying,  Mr.  Parne,  you 
^Ave  liv^d  like  a  man,  I  hope  you  will  die  like  one up- 
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on  '.vhlcK  Paine^  ?ur  aag  to  ills  vji^tor,  fai "  Y  f<fe 
Sir,  wh^t  iBifc  "abl>^  Goniforters  I  b&ve/*  Madame  Bjn- 
n^vil  e  «ras  wiih  h:m  daring  bis  illness,  and  faid,  iii  the 
heariug  of  tlic  fame  pi  rfon  *•  For  this  man  I  havt-  giv- 
up  my  furiiiiy  anJ  frle^  "'«^  my  pioperty  and  my  rt- 
ligioii;— ju  ige  ihcn  of  aiy  dtfx  efs,  when  he  tells  mc*  ihc 
p:  mciples  he  has  taught  me  will  not  htJxv  me  out.'* 

the  6  h  of  June,  a',  midntgh^  hav'uig  for  a  lonpr 
t  rn^-  uttered  the  ab^ve  meJitioned  exclamation*  of  Q 
Lord,  help  mc!   0  Christ,  help  ?ne        Dfv  Manley, 
his^phyll.  ia:3,  aJdrtif^.  J  hiai  n^^arly  in  these  word^,~ 
Mr.  Pa  ne^  yo..r  opi;  i  ns  liave  be^n  treated  with 
dcfei-ence  by  many.    You  havj:  never  Wen  a^cuw 
lomed  to  practise   profane   Avearing.      You  mu't 
be  feo^.ible  we  are  acquin'ed  with  the  ier.timents 
you  hdve  exprcffed  refpecting  reliai^n.  V/har  rnnlt  ^A-e 
think  of  your  prefeat  conduce  ?  —Why  do  you  call 
Epon  Jefus  Chr  A  ta  help  you  ?  D  >  you  believe  that  he 
can  help  y  ;u  ?   Do  you  bclitve  in  the  divinity  of  Jcfus 
Chrlft  ?  Cjm:5,  aafwer  me  Honeftly     1  want  an  an- 
fwer  as  from  the  h'p>  of  an  dying  man,  a«  I  srerily  believe 
yon  will  not  live  twenty-four  hours."    Paine  ceafcd  hii 
exclamations,  bat  did  not  rep'y-    Dr«  Minley  agaia 
addreffcd  him,     Mr.  P^ine,  you  have  not  aaswerej 
my  quellions— will  you  ani  wer  them.*^  Allow  me  to  ail 
again,  do  you  believe*— or,  let  me  qualify  the  qucftioM 
do  you  wlih  to  believe— that  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  Sol 
of  God/  '^fcer  a  pause  of  some  m-nute^j  the  wre  chcl 
man,  thus  awful  y  left  to  himfelf  in  his  last  hourJ 
replied,  •^  I  have  no  wifli  to  believe  on  that  fubject^ 
Thcfc  were  the  lafl  words  he  uttered^  and  on  the 
morning  of  the  8  h  June  he  expired.^  Tue  next  d^v 
hi«  body  was  taken  to  his  farm,  and  buried  by  the  ro-»d- 
side*    A  fhort  time  before  his  deceafe,  he  bad  appiirfl 
to  the  Society  of  Friends,  for  leave  to  be  interred  n 
the  Qaakef^'  Baryiag-ground,  but  his  request  wai 
refused,  1 


This  fliorl  jfk:tchj  ki  which  many  tkci'  are  ouvUed, 
&ch  as  the  cruel  trcatmentof  an  excellent  wiff-,the  want 
cf  comnion  veracity,   the   brearhes    of  hoffHtrlity, 
vvhich  ftrike  at,  the  very  bonds  of  domfftc  aad  moral 
i  order,  (which  tacts  may  be  brought  fcrw^ard  more  m 
j  detail,  with  many  reflection    grounded  vh(  reo:  ,)  it  rs 
rhoped,  under  the  D^vme  b'cssing,  may  Lave  a  bene- 
'  Sciai  effect  on  the  mind  cf  the  reader,  who,  froip  igno- 
rance of  the  character  or  fuch  men  sfr  Pa'ne^  and  other 
iDfidel  v/r iters,  may  be  in  danger     bar\g  carried  away 
;  with  their  fpeciou^  but  fubt'e,  pretences  and  in:iinia- 
I  ticns  which  enfnare  the  unwary,  fap  all  the  principles 
I  of  moral  virtue,  -and  wcrki?  g  on  a  depraved  nature, 
1  break  out  like  a  viri'lesit  diic^fe,  fpreading  contagion 
I  and  death  ail  around. 

Reader,  aje  you  one  of  thofe  unhappy  men,  who,  like 
I  Paine,  have  denied  the  truth  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures,  and 
I  r ej e : t e d  t  h c  pnl y  Ss     ur  of  8 i n  n e rs? —  conte mp  1  a te  the  dea  t h 
i  bed  of  this  champion  of  infidehty,  if  you  can,  wiHiout 
I  Iiorror!  —  Behold  him,  when  the  mafk  h  thrown  oiF,  amidft 
j  the  agonies  of  a  guilty  consciriice,  and  the  awfui  fortbodinga 
of  an  unprepared  death,  breaking -out:  in  cxclanf^ations  for 
mercy  to  that  Gou  and  Saviour  whom  he  had  defpiftd  and 
naadly  atlen  pted  to  resist.    Hear  his  awful  declaiation:  — 
If  ever  ihc  jT^exii  had  an  agent  on  earth,  I  have  been  oneV^ 
»--thi8  was  /275  oxion  testhnony  conce7'ning  himself,  during 
his  last  illness,  and  jlainiy  tells  u^'  tvhose  servant  he  %vasy 
and  also  tojwbat  master  you  belong,  for  •*  his  fervants  ye  are 
to  whom  y«?  obey.**    (Rom.  vi.  16  )  are  told  *«  the 

devils  believe  and  tremhlc/V  Such  was  the  awful  cafe 
.  of  P^ine  ;  and  do  you  wifh  it  to  be  your  ca^e  also  ? 
r-God  was  pleased,  in  bis  jugtice,  to  leave  this  mai}, 
who  had  lo  oilcn  defied  his  Creator,  to  die  in  this  ajK^fui 
ilatc — Do  you  wifii  to  die  fo  ?  and  when  your  laft  hour 
approaches,  when,  like  him,  you  can  no  longer  forbear-call, 
kg  upon  that  Jefus  whom  you  have  blasphemed,  that 
Jiaviour  whom  you  have  disregarded,  do^ou  wish  then,  at 
last,  like  Paine,  while  de  irous  not  to  believe  in  the  exist- 
'Dcc  of  Cod;  to  be  like  hiro  dcfirous;  but,  alas  !  unabk  :~ 


4 

Trutli  will  then  prevail,  and  you  muft  bcliere  and  tremble. 
May  y6a"now  feel  the  force  of  truth,  and  liftcn  to  the  gra- 
cious) invitation,  ru  n  ye,  torn  yc,  why  will  ye  die?  faitli 
the  Lord*'*— May  you  have  grace  given  you  to  call  upon 
liim*  with  earned  deiire,  to  enable  you  to  lo:vk  tv)  that  Saviour 
\vho  died  for  the  chief  of  Sianers,  iho  fhed  his  preciou*^ 
blood  upon  the  Crofs  to  cleanfe  from  all|in;  —  then,  inftead 
of  madly  oppofing  the  truths  of  the  Gofp<;l,  and  vainly  en- 
^ndeavouring  to  fupport  the  caufe  of  infidelity^  you  will 
happily  experience  the  value  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures,  and 
€xcl^'n  **Oh,  my  foul,  come  not  tboi*  Into  their  secret,  unto 
their  assembly  miti':  honour  be  not  tht>u  united/' — "Let  me 
die  the  death  of  the  righteousj  and  let  my  last  end  belikchis'' 
But  if  I  am  happily  addr  >{!iog  oae  who  has  been  led  to 
kne-vv  and  feel  the  neceffiiy  of  the  falvatic^n  of  his  own  fou% 
and  has  fltrd  to  Jefus  for  pardon,  peace,  holincfs  and -heaven, 
the  Holy  Spirit,  who  hath  quickened  your  foul  \^hen  dead 
in  trefpaoses  and  fins,'  and  ^aifed  you  t©  a  new  and  fpiritual 
life  in  Chrift  Jesus,  bears  witnefs  in  /l.ur  own  happy  and 
joyful  experience,  that  you  are  a  child  of  God,  and  an  heir 
of  everlalling  glory;  and  you  vi:i]|,  not,  you  cannot  listen  to 
the  ad VGcatesof  infidelity;  for  he  that  believeth  an  the  Sea 
of  God,  hath  the  v^itness  in  himfelf"  (1  John,  v  10  ) 
Instead  c  f  replying  to  their  spacious  argument^,  point  them 
to  the  depra^vtd  Uvea  and  awfol  deaths  of  such  characters  as 
^-  jPaine,  for  a  complete  refutation  of  their  pctnicious  doc- 
trines ;  and  afe  them,  whether  they  would  chooseffuch  meu 
for  their  companions  or  their  fervaots  ?  and  in  hamble  de- 
pendence on  the  divine  hkfRng,  refoive  not  to  hear  nor  at- 
tend to  them,  but  to  hold  fact  that  blessed  book,  the  con- 
tents of  which  alone  can  make  you  wise  unto  salvation. 

N  S.~The  facts  above  related  respecting  Paine^  arc 
'  uj^Il  authenticated.  -\ 


!•  Neilson,  primer. 
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